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We interact with nonhuman animals in many aspects of
our lives, yet we rarely stop to critically examine our
assumptions about their mental lives. This is surprising,
given the significant practical and theoretical
implications of animal mindedness. In this course, we will

<t

grapple with complex questions at the intersection of

philosophy and empirical science, such as: What
constitutes a mind, and which animals are minded? How

can we study and understand the mental lives of

nonhuman animals? What kinds of emotions and
thoughts do animals have, and how do they manifest? Is

language necessary for thought, and what does this :

mean for nonhuman animals? Can animals have culture %&W
and exhibit moral agency? Which species feel pain, and : (‘;’r\\
what should follow from that? 2
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A% 4 Questions? Please ask!
S3e  tlina.crosenqvist@dartmouth.edu



PHIL 50.18 | COGS 50.01 | Animal Minds

Winter 2025 | Dartmouth College

Instructor: Tiina C Rosenqvist

Email: tiina.c.rosenqvist@dartmouth.edu

Class Meeting Times: Mon, Wed, Fri | 12:50-1:55pm
X-hour: Tue | 1:20-2:10pm

Please note that this is an abridged version of the syllabus. If you'd like to see the full version—with the
readings schedule, assignments schedule, detailed course policies, and information on resources—feel
free to email me!

1. Course Description

We interact with nonhuman animals in many aspects of our lives, yet we rarely stop to critically
examine our assumptions about their mental lives. This is surprising, given the significant practical
and theoretical implications of animal mindedness. In this course, we will grapple with complex
questions at the intersection of philosophy and empirical science, such as: What constitutes a mind,
and which animals are minded? How can we study and understand the mental lives of nonhuman
animals? What kinds of emotions and thoughts do animals have, and how do they manifest? Is
language necessary for thought, and what does this mean for nonhuman animals? Can animals have
culture and exhibit moral agency? Which species feel pain, and what should follow from that?

2. Course Goals and Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, you will:

1. Understand key issues and debates in the philosophy of animal minds. You will be able to:

Differentiate between various aspects of mindedness

Recall the theoretical debates regarding these aspects

Identify challenges, assumptions, and biases in the empirical study of animal minds
Identify ethical and theoretical implications of animal mindedness

Explain these issues accurately and in sufficient depth

2. Critically evaluate arguments regarding animal mindedness and its ethical implications. You will
be able to:

« Identify relevant argument forms, such as argument from analogy, argument from
parsimony, and inference to the best explanation

« Reconstruct arguments in standard format with premises and a conclusion

« Assess the evidence supporting specific claims

« Identify relevant objections and alternative interpretations

« Evaluate the overall strength and cogency of arguments

3. Participate in the debate about animal minds. You will be able to:

« Plan and engage in independent research and exploration
Construct plausible arguments in support of your views
Carefully defend the premises of your arguments

Anticipate objections and respond to them

» Demonstrate intellectual humility and intellectual autonomy
Integrate what you have learned in this course



3. Course Structure

In-person sessions:

The standard format for our in-person sessions will include brief lectures, presentations, and
discussions. Occasionally, we will engage in group work and active learning. You are expected to
complete the assigned readings prior to class and to participate in discussions and other in-class
activities.

Out-of-class activities:

You are expected to complete all required readings before the classes for which they are assigned.
Additionally, you are expected to make weekly contributions to the Canvas discussion board. Both
your in-class participation and your discussion board contributions will count towards your
participation grade. You will also be required to write two papers, take at least two quizzes, give
one in-class group presentation and complete a related group project.

4. Assignments & Assessment

Individual assignments (total: 70%)

o Attendance & Participation (incl. discussion board posts) —15%
o Module Quizzes (2) —10%

o Paper 1 (800-1200 words) —15%

o Paper 2 (1800-2500 words) —30%

Group assignments (total: 30%)

e Presentation —10%
e Project —20%

5. Selected Policies

Readings
You will need to have access to the following books:

* Kristin Andrews (2020), The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal
Cognition, 2nd Edition. Routledge — Buy/Rent from Routledge | Kindle/Amazon

* Peter Godfrey-Smith (2020), Metazoa: Animal Life and the Birth of the Mind. Macmillan —
Dartmouth libraries | Kindle/Amazon

If you encounter financial challenges related to the costs of books in this class, there may be
sources of support for you. If you feel comfortable sharing your experience with me, you may.

All other readings will be available on the course Canvas page.
X-Hours

X-hours in this course are designated for optional skill-building workshops, (optional) review
sessions, and mandatory make-up classes in case regularly scheduled classes need to be cancelled
for any reason. There might also be talks by visiting speakers. Please keep the X-hours free to
accommodate these sessions.



6. Class Schedule

Module I: Tools

1/6
1/8
1/10
1/13
1/15

In this module, you will:

* Learn to identify challenges, assumptions, and biases in the empirical study of animal minds

 Learn to identify multiple interpretations of the same behavior in animals

* Learn to identify different levels of explanation

* Learn to identify relevant argument forms, such as argument from analogy, argument from
parsimony, and inference to the best explanation

* Learn to reconstruct arguments in standard format with premises and a conclusion

(1) INTRODUCTION

(2) THE PROBLEM OF OTHER MINDS; ARGUMENTS FOR/AGAINST ANIMAL MINDS
(3) ANTHROPOMORPHISM, ANTHROPOCENTRISM, ANTHROPOPECTOMY, ETC.

(4) SCIENCE OF ANIMAL MINDS

(5) ETHICS; REVIEW

Module II: Aspects of Animal Mentality A

1/17
1/21
1/22
1/24
127

In this module, you will:

Differentiate between consciousness and thinking

Explore the theoretical debates regarding aspects of mindedness in humans and nonhuman animals
Practice explaining the relevant issues accurately and in sufficient depth

Practice assessing the evidence supporting specific claims

Practice identifying relevant objections and alternative interpretations

Practice evaluating the overall strength and cogency of arguments

(6) CONSCIOUSNESS: THEORIES

(7) CONSCIOUSNESS: DIMENSIONS (class meets during X-hour)
(8) THINKING: BELIEFS, ETC.

(9) THINKING: RATIONALITY, ETC.

(10) CATCH-UP / REVIEW

Module III: Aspects of Animal Mentality B

1/29

In this module, you will:

« Differentiate between additional aspects of mindedness

Explore the theoretical debates regarding these aspects

Practice assessing the empirical evidence supporting specific claims
Practice explaining these issues accurately and in sufficient depth
Reflect on the ethical and theoretical implications of animal mindedness

(11) FEELINGS AND EMOTIONS



1/31
2/3
2/5
2/7
2/10
2/12

(12) COMMUNICATION
(13) COMMUNICATION

(14) SOCIAL COGNITION

(15) MORALITY

(16) ETHICAL TREATMENT OF ANIMALS
(17) CATCH-UP / REVIEW / GROUP WORK

Module I'V: Kinds of Animal Minds

In this module, you will:

Plan and engage in independent research and exploration

Collaborate with your group members to prepare and deliver a presentation
Practice assessing the relevant empirical evidence supporting specific claims
Practice explaining the relevant issues accurately and in sufficient depth
Practice identifying relevant ethical and theoretical implications

2/14
2/17
2/19
2/21
2/24
2/26

(18) CHIMPANZEE CULTURES; Presentation Demo

(19) PARROTS AND LANGUAGE; Guest lecturer: Dr. Shereen Chang

(20) WHALES AND EMOTIONS; Guest lecturer: Dr. Kate Nicole Hoffmann (TBC)
(21) PRESENTATIONS

(22) PRESENTATIONS

(23) PRESENTATIONS

Module V: The Origins of Minds

In this module, you will:

Plan and engage in independent research and exploration
Demonstrate intellectual humility and intellectual autonomy
Collaborate with your group members to design and produce an independent project where you:
 Explain the relevant issues accurately and in sufficient depth
« Apply what you have learned in this course
Write an argumentative paper where you:
« Construct a convincing argument in support of your view
« Carefully defend the premises of your argument
« Anticipate objections and respond to them
« Integrate what you have learned in this course

(24) MATTER, LIFE, AND MIND

(25) ANIMAL SENSING; CONSCIOUSNESS AGAIN
(26) SUBJECTS, AGENTS, SELVES

(27) CATCH-UP/REVIEW/CLASS VISIT



